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Welcome to the Hagley Tramping Club Newsletter.
The Hagley Tramping Club was originally established as the Hospital Tramping
Club in 1974 with the aim of making the back country experience more
accessible to the average person and to foster a respect for the wilderness.
The Club organises a variety of trips to suit all ages and levels of fitness. We
encourage prospective new members to experience 2 or 3 trips to see if we suit
their style before joining.
Newsletter Contents
Calendar of Trips & Social Events, Trip Reports & Pictures.
For general information about the club and trips, refer last two pages.
Club Email Address
For general communication: hagleytrampingclub@yahoo.co.nz
For information about trips, please ring the Trip Leader.
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From the Chairperson
Hi Trampers
Welcome to spring, the parks are full of daffodils , the streets are lined with
cherry blossom, the lambs are gambolling in the fields and the trampers are
hunting for sun hats and sunscreen in the top pockets of their packs. Remember
to check the expiry date on your sunscreen it does degrade with age!
If you have travelled overseas you may have had the experience of rocking up to
check in on airline A and discovering your plane is from airline B. The airlines call
this “code sharing” they share a plane on less popular routes so they can run
more efficiently. The new thing for Hagley is a “code sharing” arrangement with
the Avon Tramping Club.
How did this come about? You will remember that there has been some
discussion about falling membership in the last couple of years and talks about
merging with another club, Avon have been having a similar conversation within
their club. Their average membership is a little older than ours and they have
reached a point where they have some difficulty finding enough leaders to run a
trip every weekend. As we have run combined trips in the past and found a lot in
common between the clubs they approached us to discuss solutions. Sandra and
I have met with their representatives and this is the result.
How will this work? When Avon publishes a trip list they will e-mail a copy to
me for distribution to our members, our trip list is of course available on our
website, facebook page and by e-mail. If you see a trip you like on the Avon list
you are welcome to call the leader by the due date and tramp with them, if the
leader accepts you (as with our club it is at the leaders discretion whether you
may join the trip). Like us they expect each tramper to be independent as
regards equipment, food, cooking etc. There is a slight difference in the way we
calculate fuel costs, each club will retain their own system on their trips.
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Is this an amalgamation? No neither club has any plans or mandate from
members to merge or go out of existence. This is simply a way to make more
trips available to members of both clubs with the resources, particularly leaders,
we have available. It has a big advantage for us as you all now have access to an
exciting array of trips on Wednesdays.
So please take advantage of this opportunity and also represent Hagley
Tramping Club in a friendly and welcoming manner.
Another issue which has come up is deadlines to join trips. I have just cancelled a
trip and made new plans for my coming weekend as no one had responded by
the deadline for the trip. I then received enquiries from enough people to have
run the trip if they had booked in on time. I am not the only leader to have had
this happen and it is very frustrating to re-plan unnecessarily. Remember that
leaders in the club are all volunteers and a resource we are fortunate to have, so
it is a matter of basic courtesy to respond in a timely manner if you wish them to
donate their time for your benefit.
Cheers
Tere
[Editor: As a general rule the final deadline for all trips requiring bookings is the
Sunday the weekend before the trip. However earlier notification to the trip
leader is preferred. If it gets to Sunday and you’re thinking of doing the weekend
trip, don’t delay in contacting the trip leader.
As an exception, our occasional bigger trips which require bookings for
accommodation or travel carry a long lead time.]
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Calendar of Trips and Social Events
Sunday 16 October

Ghost Creek

Starting from the Porter river bridge (near castle hill) we will follow Ghost Creek
up into the valley as far as we decide to go. Return the same way. Not much
uphill but off track for most of the way it should be an interesting day.
Leader Heather Ph 332-6281
Easy-Moderate
Transport $15
Depart from Yaldhurst Tavern Carpark at 8.30am

Friday 21 to Monday 24 October
Labour Weekend + Friday before

Lake Minchin Biv, APNP

Trampers wishing to come will need to be free to depart on Friday 21.
We'll tramp to the old Trust Poulter hut for Friday night. Saturday we'll walk to
Lake Minchin and up to the Bivvy. Sunday back out to either Trust Poulter hut or
Worsley biv. Monday back out over Casey Saddle to cars. A tent required just in
case. Please contact me a week prior.
Leader Neal Ph 343 6980
Moderate
Transport $25
Please book with Neal by Sunday 16 October at the latest.

Wednesday 26 October at 7.00 pm

Harry Ell Walkway – Twilight Walk

We are planning to walk the Harry Ell Walkway to Sugarloaf and return via
Latters Spur Track. Going up will be twilight but on the way back it will be
dark & really scary. Wear garlic necklace for protection from vampires.
Bring torch, your own drink & some supper to share with survivors!
Meet on Hackthorne Rd near the Sign of the Takeha at 7.00pm.
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Sunday 30 October

Purple Peak Curry Reserve

A round trip on the new reserve behind Akaroa gifted to the Native Forest
Restoration Trust. Woodhills Track to Heritage Park, then the new Curry Track to
Purple Peak Track (a climb of 590m) and return to Akaroa.
Leader Dennis W Ph 359 1211
Moderate
Transport $20
Depart from the Akaroa Highway outside Halswell School at 8.00am

Sunday 06 November

Sunday 20 November

Mt Oxford Round Trip

Start at Coopers Creek for a long steady climb to the summit of Mt Oxford
(1364m) with a possible side trip to the summit of Oxford Hill (1340m). Lunch at
the top then return down the Wharfdale and back by the loop track bypassing
Ryde Falls. A long day 7-8 hrs with a big morning of solid uphill.
Leader Vesna Ph 942 6955
Moderate Plus
Transport $15
Depart from Richill St Belfast at 8.00am

Greta Valley Farm Walk

A pleasant walk on private farms in the Greta Valley area. A very hilly area so be
prepared an up and down day.
Please ring Glenda on Saturday or before to advise you are coming. Glenda will
give instructions on where to meet in Greta Valley.
Leader Glenda Ph 03 314 3365
Easy
Transport $15
Depart from Richill St Belfast at 8.00am

Wednesday 23 November at 7.30pm

Quiz night and Xmas Supper

Our general catch-up meeting followed by a quiz (Quizmaster Tere) and Xmas
Supper. Please bring a plate to suit the theme!
Abberley Crescent Hall at 7.30pm

Sunday 27 November
Wednesday 09 November at 7.30 pm

Committee Meeting

Last meeting for the year. Meet at Heather’s.

Friday 11 to Sunday 13 November
Show Weekend

Cameron Hut, Arrowsmith Range

From near Lake Heron we follow a trail up the grassy terraces and rocky river
bed of the Cameron River to Cameron hut built on the glacial moraine in the
upper valley (5-6 hours / 600m climb). On Saturday we explore the head of the
valley and up the moraine wall of the Cameron glacier for spectacular views of
the surrounding glaciers and mountains. Possibly explore further depending on
terrain. Sunday return down the valley. We will take tents as this 9 bunk hut is
popular with climbers.
Leaders Kevin & Heather Ph 332 6281 Moderate
Transport $30
Please book with Heather and Kevin by Sunday 6 November at the latest.
(But earlier would be preferable)
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Godley Peak (2087m)

Godley Peak is on the south side of the Rakaia River. We tramp over an
easement up Homestead Hill to the main Palmer Range and pass Mother Millers
Spring to the summit of Godley Peak. Big views over the Rakaia and into the
Southern Alps. Map BW19
Leaders Bill and Wendy Ph 354 2277
Moderate Plus
Transport $30
Depart from Yaldhurst Tavern Carpark at 7.00am

Sunday 04 December

Tuhaitara Coastal Trail

Drive to Woodend Beach to take the walkway along behind the beach past
Pegasus to Waikuku Beach and return 10km on well maintained flat walkway. If
everyone is keen we could then head the other way towards Pines Beach which
would add a similar distance. If time allows a coffee stop at Woodend or Kaiapoi
on the way home.
Leader Tere Ph 981 6431
Easy
Transport $5
Depart from Richill St Belfast at 9.00am
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Saturday 10 December

Club Xmas Party

The Club Christmas party is at Bill & Wendy’s home in Redwood.
Drinks at 5pm and dinner about 6.30pm. BYO drinks and Xmas food to share.
(Note we are not planning a BBQ for this Xmas Party)
Partners very welcome & bring a Secret Santa gift ($5-$10).
Dress up theme “Dance.” Dress suitably for your favorite dance and bring the
music to match! Contact Bill & Wendy Ph 354 2277 for address.

Sunday 15 January

Craigieburn Day Walk & Cave Stream

The plan is to drive to the the Craigieburn area for a short half day walk and
lunch. Exactly what the walk will be depends on the day and the trampers. In the
afternoon we will be tackling the climb through Cave Stream. Expect to get wet
and cold. Bring headlight torch, towel, change of clothes & footwear.
Leader Dennis W Ph 359 1211
Easy Moderate
Transport $20
Depart from Yaldhurst Tavern carpark at 8.30am

Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 January

Sunday 29 January

Anticrow Hut

A day trip to Anticrow Hut and and return. We will drive to the carpark just
before the Waimak Bridge at Bealey and take the track to Anticrow Hut for
lunch. A really great walk through beech forest and river tussocks. Return the
same way with a stop at Springfield for icecream or coffee.
Leader Sandra Ph 027 224 0045
Easy
Transport $25
Depart from Yaldhurst Tavern carpark at 8.00am

Saturday 04 to Monday 06 February
Waitangi Weekend

Lake Matiri

We will travel to Murchison and walk into Lake Matiri for lunch. Then we will
walk up the side of the lake and explore the river valley track. We'll camp out in
the valley and the next day tramp up river to McConchies Hut . A long trip out on
Monday and cruise home. A coffee stop somewhere if time permits.
Leader Neal Ph 343 6980
Moderate
Transport $50
Please book with Neal by Sunday 29 January

Cow Stream Camping Trip

Drive through Hanmer and over Jacks Pass to the Clarence River. From St James
Station, over Peters Pass and down the Edwards River to the Cow Stream “hot”
spring. (The last couple of times we have been there the “hot” has been less
than luke warm!) Tent, togs and towel required. 3-4hrs walk each way. Just a
sharp climb on the way out (100m) but otherwise mostly flat.
Leader Tere Ph 981 6431
Moderate
Transport $30
Please book with Tere by Sunday 15 January

Wednesday 25 January at 6.00 pm

Sunday 12 February

Mt Vernon

Easy walk up to Mt Vernon, leaving Albert terrace opposite St Martin's Primary,
starting 10am. A variation of the walk up Huntsbury Track; returning a different
way for coffee or tea at your pleasure. . I look forward to a hot fine day and your
company. Boots are optional, steady initial climb, good way to build up your
appetite. Please note this trip, won’t run if wet.
Leader Michael B Ph 358 3081
Easy
Transport NA
Depart from opposite St Martins Primary School at 10.00am

New Year Club Picnic

Our annual evening club picnic in Abberley Park. Bring picnic, chairs and
outdoor games. We’ve had a lot of fun in the past with games (remember
French cricket?), so bring some outdoor games equipment or just yourself.
If the weather is unsuitable for an outdoor picnic, this event is cancelled.
Abberley Crescent Hall is not available as an option for an indoor picnic.
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Wednesday 15 February at 7.00 pm

Trip Planning

Trip planning meeting at Heather’s
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!!Note the following trip is on Saturday!!
Saturday 18 February

Ashburton River bike trip

The exact plan for this bike trip is flexible. We will drive to Ashburton and to the
upstream end of the Ashburton River mountain bike track, inland from the SH1
bridge. Cycle to Ashburton. A choice then of the longer option of cycling to the
sea on the river track and return, or a shorter option of crossing over the river
and cycling to Lake Hood and return. (We could split the group and do both
options) Bring your own bike! (Not suitable for road bikes)
Leader Dennis W Ph 359 1211
NA
Transport NA
Depart from Cookie Time on Main Sth Rd Templeton at 8.30am

Wednesday 22 February at pm

Club Restaurant Night

Enjoy a dinner with fellow trampers at Bootleg BBQ, 40 Welles St in central
Christchurch. http://www.bootlegbbq.co.nz/
Something to suit for everyone!
As we will pre-book a table, so please book with Dennis by Sunday 19thFeb.

Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 February

Bull Creek Hut

Bull Creek Hut is up the East Branch of the Poulter River. From the Poulter River
bridge (Mt White Station) we will tramp up the Poulter through the McArthur
Gorge to the hut, with shallow wading in parts. Bring cookers, tents etc. Map
BV21
Leader Bill & Wendy Ph 354 2277
Moderate Plus
Transport $35
Please book with Bill & Wendy by Sunday 19 February

Wednesday 01 March at 7.30 pm

Committee Meeting

Club Committee meeting at Tere’s.
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Trip Reports
Lake Kaniere Midwinter Christmas Basecamp
On a cold Friday night eleven trampers arrived to a cosy warm batch at Lake
Kaniere thanks to Claire and Sergey arriving early and lighting the fire. Over
supper and a lot of laughs we decided that most of the group would attempt Mt
Tuhua with two opting for the Kaniere Water race walkway.
Though the forecast wasn’t great we headed off the next morning in fine but
cloudy weather. We all got surprisingly warm heading up hill in the shelter of the
trees. Reaching the bushline it was a little cooler and we feared that the cloud
was going to obscure our views. However, the cloud bought an unexpected
bonus – as we traversed one ridge with the sun behind us our Brocken spectre’s
spookily appeared in the clouds on the next ridge over (look it up on google). We
all attempted to get a photo of this rare phenomenon (your own shadow
appearing in the distance in a circle of light) but it was quite difficult to get a
good one. As we headed along the ridge to the summit we got above the cloud
and not only did we get a good view from the top it was actually enhanced by
the cloud in the valleys below us. It was a pleasant and fairly easy walk back
down on a quite good track so we spread out a bit and met up at the cars parked
by the lakes edge.
Back at the batch Dianna and Faye had returned from their tramp and been hard
at work setting up for the evening’s festivities. We began with Wendy’s cake for
afternoon tea which quickly merged into pre dinner drinks and (rather
substantial) nibbles interspersed with showers and further decorating until it
was time to dress for dinner. A large room upstairs was the “girls dorm” and it
was here the ladies went to dress up. After some time, a strange mix of
characters paraded down the stairs - Wonder woman, Mrs Brown, Lara Croft,
Golden girl, Sara Connor (Terminator2), Elf and the lady in the cat jersey (Hunt
for the Wilder people). They were later joined by Zoro, Rory (from Mrs Brown),
Clint Eastwood and a Stormtrooper. After photos (and a few shootouts and
sword fights) we enjoyed a wonderful pot luck dinner seated around a dining
table big enough for the whole group. The merriment continued as the storm
trooper morphed into Santa to present the Secret Santa gifts.
Claire and Sergey were the only ones up early enough the next morning to do
the Lake Kaniere walkway as planned. The rest of us walked about a third of the
way then turned back after morning tea beside the lake in the sunshine.
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It was a great weekend with perfect weather despite a less than promising
forecast. The Party goers, (sorry Trampers) were Heather, Kevin, Bill, Wendy,
Claire, Sergey, Dennis, Vesna, Fay, Glenda and Dianna.
[Editor: Special thanks to Heather for organising the weekend and especially the
house hire was just the best venue. “Fun” would be an understatement, it was a
fantastic weekend in every respect.]

was deeper and the climb longer. I had the disadvantage of being the heaviest in
the party and continually broke through the top harder crust up to my knees.
On the north side of the saddle the sun was warm for morning tea and admiring
the view. After that it was longish drop off the saddle, lunch in the Cameron and
a slog back to the cars. Another great trip Bill – thanks.
Dennis

Top Hut, South Ashburton River
Leader Bill T and group Vesna, Sergey, Claire and Dennis.
It was a wet week in Christchurch leading up to the weekend and a very much
wetter week on the West Coast. So Bill the Trip Leader, swapped the planned
trip into the West Coast Cone Creek Hut to the East Coast.
Friday night was wet in Christchurch and it was still very wet on Saturday
morning. However Bill had done his homework and assured us the weather
would be fine in the Hakatere region. And so it was. In fact as we neared the
mountains the weather just got better and better. As it turned out we could
have left the parkas at home, swapped for sun hats!
First leg of the trip was up the Cameron River to turn off to the south over a low
saddle into the South Ashburton River. The air was crisp, the sky blue and the
snow superb. There was plenty of snow on the surrounding ridges and on the
jagged Winterslow Range to the West. The saddle had little snow on the north
side but about 300mm of snow on the south side. Very soft, no chance of sliding
on ice.
At the bottom of the saddle a tin musterers hut as pictured on the front page.
After a rest and an explore of the facilities we headed up stream on a 4wd farm
track to the destination for the night, another tin hut, Top Hut. Built in 1959, still
in pretty good condition, but the silver paper insulation was well eroded and
with the snowy peaks all around we knew it would be a very cold night. After
afternoon tea at the hut, Bill headed off to explore the headwaters and the rest
of us wandered a km or so upstream to a vantage point and just sat and admired
the view and enjoyed the mountain silence.
Around tea time we got a small fire going with a little bit of firewood left in the
hut, but there is no firewood within 10km of the hut. So we were in bed early
and soon asleep, only to be woken by a heavy possum bouncing on the roof,
sliding, thumping and banging. (Tourists would have been petrified!)
A crisp frost in the morning and we were up and away to cross another saddle in
the Wild Mans Brother Range back to the Cameron River. This time the snow
11
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Trip Pics

Lake Kaniere Mid-Winter Xmas. Theme “Your favourite movie character”

Brocken Spectre (On the ridge to Mt Tuhua)
The photographer’s shadow cast on the mist below, surrounded by a halo
spectrum.

Summit joy! Mt Tuhua, Lake Kaniere
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City Circuit
Top Hut, South Branch Ashburton River

Crossing Wild Mans Brother Range
15
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Meeting dates & locations
Our general meetings are generally held on the 4th Wednesday of every month.
As this may vary, please check program for confirmation and venue location.
Abberley Crescent Hall is the venue for most of our general meetings. Abberley
Crescent continues west from Edgeware Rd after it crosses Springfield Rd.

Trip Gradings
Description
EASY
A day tramp for almost anyone who can walk 5-6 hrs. Possibly
some short gentle slopes, but generally on a track or flat
riverbed.
MODERATE Longer tramp of up to 7hrs, requiring a reasonable level of
fitness. Usually involving some uphill sections and generally
on a track.
MODERATE A long tramp of up to 8 hrs requiring good level of fitness.
PLUS
More difficult terrain, varying gradients including steep
slopes. *Ice axe & crampons may be required
HARD
A challenging trip requiring excellent fitness and experience.
8-10+hrs tramping on high passes and untracked routes. *Ice
axe & crampons may be required.
*If these items are required, it will be stated in the Trip Description.
The Trip Leader is responsible for the safety and well-being of everyone on the
trip. Therefore the Trip Leader has the right to refuse to take anyone, who, in his
or her opinion, is not equipped, or fit for the trip in any way.

Mt Karetu, Canterbury foothills

Checklist for a Day Trip
Essential
Day pack
*Parka (Essential)
*Warm clothes (wool or
polyprop)
Strong walking shoes or boots
Food & drink
Sun screen
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Essential (Cont)
Warm hat
Gloves

Seasonal
Sun glasses
Sun hat
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Optional
Walking pole
Camera
Binoculars

*Due to changeable and often unpredictable nature of the weather in
Canterbury, a good waterproof parka and warm clothing must be carried for all
trips.

Overnight Trips
If you are planning to go on an overnight trip, please contact Trip Leader for
information about food and equipment requirements.

About our trips
Typical numbers on our trips are 4 – 10 people. For safety reasons, the minimum
of people on a Club trip is four. However if there are fewer than four, the trip can
still go ahead but becomes a private and not an official Club trip.
As a safety precaution, a Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) is carried on all trips. The
club owns two which have been purchased with funding from the Christchurch
City Council.

Delayed Trip Returns
Return delays can be caused by for example, track closures (requiring a change in
route), weather (affecting routes & rivers ) and travel conditions (road closures &
breakdowns). Consequently return times are always a bit uncertain.
If you have concerns about a delayed return please contact one of the following
Club members: Sandra 03 354 9521; Dennis 03 359 1211; Neal 03 343 6980

Club Membership
Our annual membership subscription is $25 single or $30 family. Our financial
year commences 1 April. We encourage prospective new members to experience
2 or 3 trips to see if we suit their style before joining.
Membership Forms are available as a download form at the bottom of our
website Home page. http://www.hagleytrampingclub.net.nz/
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